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Spotlight

Sunglasses

Even if it isn’t sunny, sunglasses and professional eyewear have become an
integral part of the sport of fishing. TIW examines the rise and rise of this
product category and how you can capitalise on it.

hing with specialist

is now almost as
ommonplace as fishing
with a rod and reel. No longer
will serious anglers settle for
standard sunglasses or no
eyewear at all. In today’s market,
ou are not catering for the
needs of anglers who demand
good-quality eyewear, you are
scriously missing out.
It probably all started
with fly fishermen,
who realised
that

polarised sungl
aided their abil

ses seriously

/ to spot fish
in rivers and streams.

s time
has gone on, these benefits have
expanded out to lure anglers
and even carp fishermen, as
more and more anglers seck to
spot and stalk their quarry.
As such, the fishing
market has expanded at a fa
rapid rate, to a point where

dy

there is now a huge array of
choice available. The wave
was initially started by several
fishing brands that had their
own glasses, but it has

sunglasses to enhance their

perfectly, use the right colour
lens for the right conditions

~ cither enhancing the colour
contrast in and on the water or

—is

Another of the fishing
sunglass

Costa, s

arena’s big players,
hares this thirst for
technology and better eyewear.

Export manager for the
company Jenny Gordillo
: “Today, anglers from

explaine
across the globe recognise
the importance of quality,
high-performance, polar

SELECTED KEY BRANDS

fishing experience, and the need
o protect their eyes from the
damage that sustained exposure
to the sun can cause. As in any

sunglasses are evolving into
specialised gear that is highly
alued by many avid anglers.
Now, with specific lens colours
and lens properties that are
targeted for different kinds of

fishing, we can offer lens colours
and materials that are developed
for inshore fishing, offshore
fishing, low light conditions,

-

gradually spawned companies
who actually specialise i
eyewear for fish
likes of Costa, Wiley
and Smith all offer
substantial ranges.

It all comes down
to the changing
habits of the
customers.

“Anglers all
across the globe
are paying much more
attention to optimise their gear
outside of just fishing tackle,”
explains Thomas Waever, the

shallow water, and high
overhead sun.
The fi

erman can now
purchase the perfect sunglasses
for his fi
wherever and whenever he
fishes.”

shing techniques,

One thing that sunglasses
offer, besides this improved
experience for fishermen, is
avery healthy mark-up for
retailers.

Some of the top brands in
the category can demand very
strong prices thanks to their
marketing and product quality,
but there is plenty of margin
to be made for those willing to
stock sunglasses.

vice-president and outdoor
director of one of those eyewear
brands that has been pushing
things forward in fishing
tackle - Wiley X.
“There is an old
saying in fishing
that an hour in
the right spot is
better than 10
in the wrong onc.

Having polarised
fishing cyewear that will
allow you to use the polarised
flter 100 per cent, be able to
find a frame that fits your head

POLARISATION
It goes without saying that
polarisation is what makes

sung] rform on th
fishing front. Without it t
are nigh on us

FIT

Having a wraparound fit is
often key because it prevents
peripheral light getting into the
of the lens and killing any
benefits it offers,

PROTECTION
ang
virtually shat

rproof lenses
1 essential

ACCESSIBILITY

Make sure you can ¢
s of normal
at be with ‘fitove
s or prescription

glas:

options.
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SEE WHAT'S OUT THERE

suimano SP2RXR SMITH
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